Campalgn for Good Governant

PROJECT SHARING MEETING

A project-sharing meeting on “Promoting Pro-poor Policy Reforms and Public Services for All”
to make each project staff about detailed concepts, theme and ideas on action plan for 2010 was
held on 17 January 2010 at SUPRO secretariat meeting room facilitated by the Deputy Director
Mohammad Shahid Ullah. The other participants of the meeting were Coordinator Qumrunnessa
Nazly, Mohammad Zakaria, Mousumi Biswas, Associate Coordinator Alim-Al-Razy, Sara Khatun,
Igbal Uddin and Program Officer Kazi Shafiqur Rahman.

The Deputy Director started the sharing meeting with welcome to all and drew attention to the
objectives of the sharing. These were

(1) clearly understanding of the Project proposal,

(2) activity and understanding for preparing work plan and (3) timeline setting. However, our
country GDP is increasing every year, but on the other hand, poverty is also increasing. Debt
burdening, arbitrary role of IFls, Climate changing effects are the main causes of this. National
Budget spending in public service sector is not fulfilling the prospect of country people but full
allocation of ADP remain unspent due to lack of capacity and of skills though the Budget is not so
ambitious. Still Government is spending less to health and education sector but in country
context, spending capacity should be increased to ensure health and education facility for all.
SUPRO has a great vision to work in these sectors, especially ensuring the rights for the poor and
marginalized.

SUPRO analyzed the problems with the MDGs achievement country context. These are our existing
Poverty and inequality, Lack of Access to and quality of public services, poor public spending and
debt burden, Climate change and loss of livelihoods, Neo-liberal policies imposed by IFls as
condition of debt and aid. Considering the stated problems, SUPRO proposed the project for the
period of Jan. 2010 to Dec. 2012 “Promoting pro-poor policy reforms and public services for
all” which will address the above-mentioned problems under four thematic areas and these are
as follows:

a) Campaign for Participatory Budget & Governance Accountability

b) Campaign for Education and Health for all

c) Linking local campaign to global civil society movement- Aid, Trade and Climate justice
d) Strengthening institutional capacity of SUPRO

To solve and achieve the project, intervention strategies will be Grassroots mobilization, Public
expenditure tracking, Alliance Building & Networking and Gender Mainstreaming.

The Deputy Director stated details of the project activities under the head of (A) Campaign for
Participatory Budget & Governance Accountability, (B) Campaign for Education and Health for All,
(C) Linking local campaign to global Civil Society movement -Aid, trade and climate justice, (D)
Strengthen Institutional Capacity of SUPRO and (E) Planning and Organizational Development.

The whole day sharing meeting was very participatory, every attendees discussed a lot in every
component for better understanding and reply to the clarification; the Deputy Director gave
example and strategy details to the attendees.

At the end of the sharing, everyone evaluated the meeting and consent that (1) to get clear
picture for monitoring, a format has to prepare for district reporting by 27 January 2010 that will
have the attendees and media coverage details. Monitoring section will prepare the draft format.
(2) According to the project proposal and sharing, everybody will prepare their activity plan for
the year 2010 and will place it on 27 January 2010 meeting. Lastly, the key facilitator e



Mohammad Shahidullah ended the sharing meeting with the vote of thanks to everyone.

CEASING DONORS’ INTERFERENCE &

ENSURING SOVEREIGNTY OVER COUNTRY DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Through a Human Chain organized on 14 February 2010 .

at Shabag, Dhaka, Sushashoner Jonny Procharavijan

(SUPRO), a forum of grassroots NGOs demonstrated its -

position against the process of formulating second PRSP

without any public consultation and its presentation to

the donor agencies. SUPRO stood up in the human chain
prior to the meeting of the so-called Bangladesh
Development Forum (BDF),a consortium of donor
agencies scheduled to be held on 15-16 February 2010
where the government is going to submit PRSP-II made
without evaluating the implementation of PRSP-I which
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was adopted from Poverty Reduction Growth Facility (PRGF) funding. In the human chain SUPRO
reiterated its demands for cancellation of all foreign debts, ensuring unconditional development
aid, ceasing donors’ interference in national development planning and ensuring sovereignty over

development planning of the country.

More than

representatives of like-minded

organizations took part in the human chain. Firoza
Begum, President of Bachte Shikho Nari, Ferdous
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might be affected.

Ahmed, Executive Director of SBS and Mousumi
Biswas, Igbal Uddin, Kazi Shafiqur Rahman and Alim-
Al-Razy from SUPRO spoke at the Chain. Speakers in
the chain said that the Bangladesh government like
other developed countries has declared bailout

| package to overcome the ongoing economic recession.

They added that as a consequence of bailout package
important service sectors like, health and education

The speakers called on the government to adopt self-reliant development policy instead of
depending on World Bank, IMF and other multilateral lending agencies. On the occasion, SUPRO

placed a set of demands which include:

Rejection of conditional loan and formulate national budget depending on own domestic

resources

Increase allocation in essential services, specially in health and education sectors instead

of paying loan installation;

Cancellation of all kinds of conditional debt.
Implementation of the Developed countries for ODA at the rate of 0.7% of their national

income;

Ensure 100 percent duty free accessibility of all Bangladeshi products to global market;

and

Ensure safe and undisturbed labour migration.

© 2009 SUPRO, Bangladesh
e-Newsletter by http://www.supro.org



