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SUPRO urged to recognize education as
fundamental rights and establish a community
school in each village to ensure 100% literacy to
meet the Millennium Development Goal by 2015.
It was demanded to the government from a
human chain and cultural program at Sahbag in
the city marking International Literacy Day on 8
September 2009, ° Literacy is power, Literacy is
Empowerment’ was the main theme of the day.
100 more participants including development
activists, journalists and NGO representatives participated in the program.

Subal Sarkar, President of Bangladesh Bhumihin Samittee Zaed Igbal Khan, President of Bangladesh
Krisok Federation and Ferdous Ahmed, director of Social Bright Services Society delivered their
speeches in the human chain. The human chain was coordinated by Mohammad Shahidullah,
Coordinator of SUPRO.

The speakers said, literacy does not mean only knowledge of letter, but notion about the world. In the
name of adult literacy, a lot of initiatives have been taken during 38 years after liberation using foreign
loan, but most of them are malfunctioned and failed to make result. The literacy rate of Bangladesh is
only 53.68%, in fact half of the total population is illiterate. Under non formal education, the projects are
being implemented which are dependent on bureaucrats and foreign consultants that are failure to play
an effective role to increase literacy. To increase literacy the speakers urged to establish a community
school in every village.

The speakers also said, in education sector of Bangladesh the total expenditure of the state is only 2.2%
of our total national income. But in India it is 3.3% and in Nepal it is 4%. More budget allocation and
effective planning is needed in primary and mass education sector to increase literacy. In last few years’
budget, we noticed that the allocation of education is decreasing and activities which increase literacy
rate are being neglected in development planning. But no development planning can be successful
without literacy. The speakers urged, education must be declared as fundamental rights and effective
measure must be taken to take away all types of mismanagement and irregularity in non formal
education to uphold literacy. For this, Local government should be involved in monitoring to carryout
these interventions and mismanagement must be removed in stipend program.

The day was also observed in 35 districts in the country through human chain, rally and cultural program.
SUPRO published a poster and a leaflet on literacy day.

End Line Evaluation of SUPRO was held

As per project implementation plan and donor’'s requirements, an external evaluation was held at
the end of the project period to review and understand the impact of the project in terms of its goal



and objectives. To carry out the evaluation a third party was involved as consultant. SUPRO invited
an open expression of interest from the consultancy firms and individuals to conduct an in-depth
evaluation study. The VELURAM Associate Bangladesh was selected and they conducted the End-
Line evaluation.

As a part of the evaluation, evaluation team reviewed all existing documents of two projects™ Activist
Capacity for Equity and Justice’ and "Debt
Cancellation and Essential Services”. The
documents include project proposal, periodical
progress report, monitoring report etc. They also
visited 10 districts in 6 divisiongnd interviewed all
relevant stakeholders directly and indirectly
involved with the project such as community leader,
political leader and NGO representatives of other
NGOs active in the implementation areas with
interventions for getting overall impression about
the impact of the project.

Evaluation team conducted a FGD at Chuadangadtistr

A comprehensive methodology was followed for the purpose of evaluation of the project. In such
broad content a set of operational methods, tools and techniques were developed which comprised
information extraction methods.

The evaluation team also interviewed Lt. Gen ( Rtd) Mahbobor Rahman former Member of
Parliament and member of BNP permanent Committee, and Md. Abdul Odud Biswash, Member of
Parliament, Chapai Nawabgonj, Sadar- 3. The evaluation process will be ended on 15 October
2009 and a report will be published later on.
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Uma Chowdhury, Director of SUPRO, participated in IATI Technical
Advisory Group meeting on Donor fact finding and Accessibility on 2-3
September 2009 at the Overseas Development Institute, London.

The meeting was hosted by IATI Technical Advisory Group Secretariat,
London. This meeting is an opportunity for a range of stakeholders to
take forward the five TAG work streams in order to agree on the IATI
scope and code of conduct by December 2009 and definitions and data
format 2010.

On the 2™ September, the first day of the meeting begun with an update of IATI activities. The
afternoon session was focused on the standards in country aid management information system.

On the 3" September, second day of the meeting, morning session was considered initial proposals
for work streams, the scope of IATI. Three breakout sessions in the afternoon was moved to
discussion of implementation issues as well as a discussion of accessibility and use of information.

The two-day long meeting ended up with the closing remarks and thanks all the representatives of
the meeting by Hannah Glanville, Secretary of Technical Advisory Group. He wishes active
participation in next CSO consultation meeting of Technical Advisory Group which will be held on
24, 25 October 2009, Hague, Netherland.




