SUPRO demands on International Women’s Day

Sushashoner Jonno Procharavizan (SUPR@)bserved thénternational
Women Day-2010with full enthusiasm and great exertion through a
Human Chain and Cultural Program. Moreover, SUPRO as a forum of
grassroots NGOs has celebrated the Day togethkerdrgtrict committee at
45 districts throughout the country. To observs thistorical day, SUPRO
organized the human chain event on 08 March 2010 g&M in front of
the National Museum, Shahbagh, Dhaka where dismussn the issues,
cultural program including songs and street dramavomen rights were
being displayed. Various like minded NGOs, Dhakan@aign Group & Students Forum expressed theidauity
through their warm participation at the event.
Uma Chowdhury, Director, Mohammad Shahid Ullah, mig@irector, Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, Mousumi Bishas
Alim-Al-Razy & Sara Zaman from SUPRO secretaridivéeed their speech and demand in the Chain. litsged by
Kazi Shafiqur Rahman, members of Dhaka Campaiguisatso expressed solidarity by delivering thegexh at the
Chain. Highlighting the theme of Daiqual Rights, Equal Opportunities: Progress for Al' all speakers came into
the point that economic development, poverty rdédacand children & family development, progressstate of the
country certainly depends on women empowerment. gvoare still incapable to get the ownership of |amnd
excluded from the decision making process at thalya society and national level. Even sometimesytbecome
immaobilized to make decision over her income. Tletipipation rate of women in policy making at tfamily,
society and National level is also very poor assipeakers stated furthermore.

On the other hand, the entire speakers expresagzfigness and thanks to the
present government for undertaking some significaisions especially on
women’s issues like formulation of Women Policyedrcost education for
women up to degree level, maternal & child heaittipriovement initiative,
credit facilities for women entrepreneurship andmea’s replacement at
national position of policy making. From the humahain, all speakers
emphasized for coordinated cooperative role of +feigale to ensure equal
rights & equal opportunities at all levels. In tliennection, they expressed
their demand to intermingle reformed constitutionales, international laws & policy to ensure womeghts.
Celebrating 100 year of International Women DayP8® demands for:

Abolish all the discriminatory laws and implemeriQAW.

Considering women policy, design work plan & implrhaccordingly.

Ensure equal rights of women on the ownershiprad.la

Ensure rights of disable women in all levels.

Ensure wage for women worker as per work.

Recognize women'’s labor in agricultural sector.

Recognize women'’s contribution both in formal &dnhal sector.

Awareness program on gender sensitivity should besrstrengthen.

Direct election in preserved constituency shoul@ibgured.

Initiative for empowerment of female members of lheal government should be taken

Workshop on Budget Analysis and Advocacy

DECENTRALIZATION OF POWER IS A MUST FOR
PARTICIPATORY BUDGET
Speakers at the Workshop on Budget Analysis and Adcacy

Sushashoner Jonny Procharavizan-SUPR@nd Centre for Budget and
Governance Accountability (CBGA a Delhi based advocacy organization
jointly organized a three day long workshop on kaididvocacy in Hotel La
Vinchi, Dhaka on 23-25 March 2010. The workshopss wamed for
increasing budget analysis skill of the civil sbgigroups of South Asian
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countries and build a South Asian alliance on btidgeocacy. The workshop was started with discassfdhe two
panelists, Dr. Akbar Ali Khan, eminent economisdadr. M Salauddin Aminuzzaman, Professor of the lieub
Administration Department of Dhaka University.

Terming the budget as complicated document, Dr.nk$gid that the budget

document should be made easy and decentralizatipower is a must for

participatory budget. To ensure people’s partiogatin national budget

making process, he suggested for the engagemernheofparliamentary

standing committees. He also suggested for inergatie scope of the

engagement of the parliamentarians and increadiegperiod of budget

discussion in parliament. Dr. Salauddin M Aminuzaansaid that our current

budget is not people friendly. Quoting from a resk&finding, he said that

only 3% of our national budget goes to local le¥#. said that the role of the

parliamentarians is very limited in our budget nmakiprocess. However,

during the workshop discussion was held on variogscs like, budget understanding, role and relegaof civil
societies on budget advocacy, various social ac¢ability tools, and prospects of building a Soutsigh Alliance for
Budget Advocacy.

The CBGA team facilitated the workshop where Dr.Ngen Ahmed, Senior Research Fellow, BIDS and DniKa
Siddique, Senior Consultant, DMTBF Project, Finamigision, Ministry of Finance, Bangladesh were gaet as
resource persons. Different NGO’s of Bangladesth sag; SUPRO, CAMPE, Steps towards Development, Aama
Odhikar Campaign, Shakkhhor, and Shariatpur Devedop Society participated the workshop
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Shushasoner Jonno Prochravijan (SUPRO®rganized a project planning workshop Bromoting Pro-Poor
Policy Reforms and Public Services for Allat the training center of CBCB on March 16-17, 2Ql®a
Chowdhury, Director of SUPRO delivered welcome sheat the starting of the workshop while SUPRO
General Secretary, Abdul Kader further welcomedaall informed and instructed all about the progetivities
along with district committee reformation. Afterauguration of the workshop, the workshop starteér af
introducing each other.

At the starting short brief on SUPRO Strategic Ptmavided to the participants followed by partidipy
discussion on different activities of the Promotiig-Poor Policy Reforms and Public Services fdrphbject.
The activities based on grassroots mobilizatiomdge mainstreaming and linking with the local aradional
level advocacy mechanism dividing the project afgtivto four categories. A memorandum of underdiag for
networking members presented and opinion sharemughr participatory discussion in-between networking
members. Participants demanded to get 3-6 montjegbractivity plan along with necessary funds dgaace
for timely implementation, capacity building. Thaiso demanded to get SU PRQO’s constitution andesfia
plan for better understanding. SUPRO secretary, Addul Quader responded to the questions came fham
participants.

Similarly in next day of the workshop, SUPRO chanmMr. Abdul Awal upheld the major manifesto behind
forming the networking. SUPRO Treasurer thankedcathpaigners as SUPRO passed over 10 years from its
establishment. Then project components are beinly discussed fruitfully among all participants. Adst
SUPRO director Uma Chowdhury delivered her speetirezommendations and queries in response to all
participant’s one after another.
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