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Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

In September 2000, United Nation, in its general assembly
adopted Millennium Declaration to reduce halves of hard
core poverty and hunger, to reduce child mortality rate, to
keep maternal health, to ensure sustainable environment and
to ensure global partnership to achieve 18 targets under total
8 goals which is called Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) signed by 189 nations. Bangladesh has an obliga-
tion to fulfill these commitments as signatory of MDGs.
Ensure Environmental Sustainability is indicated as MDG-7
out of total 8 MDGs.

07.07.07 is the time of mid-term review of MDGs. What do
we find in this time? Will Bangladesh achieve the targets of
MDGs? This paper reviews the progress of MDG-7 in
Bangladesh Perspective and reveals that target of
Environmental sustainability will not achieve if the progress
continue in current pace.

Environmental Pollution Scenario’s at Global Level

The world is severely affected by environmental pollution.
Man, animal and biodiversity, everything at in thread.
Environmental scientist warns that environmental thread like
drought, heavy rainfall, flood, water salinity and temperature
increasing occurs due to climate change at global level.

On June 14, 2007, WHO report says that the major causes
of 24% diseases is environmental pollution and it is 33% for
child diseases. About 40 lacs life could be saved by ensuring
environment keep and clean. The report also warns that
total 1.30 crore people die every year due to preventable
environmental diseases whose one third happened in devel-
oping countries. 5.80 crore people die in diarrhea due to lack
of safe drinking water and unsafe sanitation, 3.70 crore die
for air pollution, 2.10 crore in industrial & road accident and
1.90 crore people for water pollution & malaria. Bangladesh
allocates around Tk. 5000 crore for its health sector per year
whose 85% is used for water born diseases. Only 1 of 5 peo-
ple is reaching in pure drinking water facility in this current
period . (Daily Amader Somoy, June 13, 2007)

An international News Agency, TELEM says that 250 crore
people will live in such a place within 18 years where water
will be fairy tale and 30% animal species will be lost in that
stipulated time. Industrially developed countries are creating
these environmental hazards, but the developing nations are
facing the impacts. (Somokal, April 8, 2007)

It is proved that, industrially developed countries are respon-
sible for destroying environment and as a affected country,
Bangladesh could demand carbon tax from the developed
nations due to climate change and polluting the environment
of this region.

Situation of Bangladesh

UN Inter-Governmental Climate Change (IPCC) 2007, an UN
report on climate change says, the temperature of the world
might be increased from 1.1 to 2.9 degree in 2100 and sea
level might be raised 23 inch due to temperature incense-
ment. If the sea level rises 1 meter, 15-17% Southern areas
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of Bangladesh will be drowned down in the sea.

Already 40 lac people of Bangladesh became a environmen-
tal refugee for river erosion and the scientist warns that it will
be exceed 2 crore in future. In between 2030 sea might
expanded 120 kilometer inside of

Bangladesh, it means Cox’s bazaar sea beach might be lost.
(Jaijaidin: 30 April & 6 June, Somokal: 5 June 2007)

ESCAP reports that Bangladesh uses about 1800 tons insec-
ticides per year for agriculture cultivation and sea water is
being polluted by these chemical fertilizer residue and insec-
ticide. Ships breaking yard that situated in Sitakunda, a town
5 km far from Chittagong, where about 40 expire ships are
breaking per year, spreads out polluted oil in the sea and
ship breaker are affected in poisoned gases. A national daily,
Daily Somokal dated 14 October, 2006 publishes a report
that more than 5000 villagers and labours has been affected
in this poisoned gasses.

MDG target and our achievement
How much we achieved in environmental sustainablity till
20077

Bangladesh tar- Indicators (2007) | Achieved
gets target 2007-8
Target 9 Proportion of land 15% 10.30%
Integrate the princi- | area covered by
ple of sustainable forest
development into
country policies and | Proportion of pro- 0.5%
programs and tected area to sur-
reverse the loss of | face area to main-
environmental tain biological
resources diversity
Energy use (kg oil 92 kg
equivalent) per
US$ 1000 GDP
Carbon dioxide 0.2 metric
emissions (Metric ton
tons per capita)
Target 10
Ensure that 100% | Proportion of the 100% 77%
of urban and 96.5% | population with
of rural population | sustainable
have access to safe | access to an
water by 2015. improved water
Ensure that 100% | source
of urban and rural
population have Proportion of the
access to improved | population with
sanitation by 2010 | access to
improved situa-
tion-
Urban 85% 51%
Rural 55.5% 35%

Source: Dept. of Forest, Earth Trend (Country Report
Bang.), Poverty Red. in SA, Unicef Bang. Statistics
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As per target of MDG, Proportion of land area covered by
forest will be 15% in 2007, but the reality is, it is only 10.3
%. We are now 4.7% behind from the target. As per report of
daily new paper, Daily Sangbad dated 28 June 2007, we
have only 8% forest areas, which is half of the target. The
target of access to pure water, we are in 23% less from the
target and it is 34% in urban sanitation ad 19.5% in rural
sanitation. This scenario’s reveals that we are too far from
the target yet.

PRSP, National budget & Our environment

Fiscal Proposed budget Allocation %
year (in crore) (in crore)

2007-08 79614 252 (Proposed) | 0.32
2006-07 69740 234 (Revised) | 0.34
2005-06 64383 274, 0.43
2004-05 57248 246, 0.43
2003-04 36171 266 0.74

The government indicates that the national budget has been
prepared as per direction of PRSP and it is poor friendly, it
means environment friendly and it would enhance the pover-
ty alleviation initiatives. But what are the real picture? In fis-
cal year 2004-05, the environmental allocation has been
reduced total 20 crore taka then 2003-04 fiscal year.
Although it has increased Tk. 28 crore in fiscal year 2005-06
fiscal year, but in the 2006-07 fiscal year, it has reduced 40
crore. The allocation for keeping environment in 2007-08 pro-
posed budget has been fixed 252 crore but nobody knows
how much amount would be reduced in the final budget.
Actually the environmental issues are being overlooked in
national budget and for that reason, allocation of percentage
is being reduced continuously.

A lot of good direction like integration of policies related to
environment, reducing land erosion, incensement of land fer-
tility, local biodiversity preservation, reducing deforestation,
controlling air and water pollution, improvement of lives and
life of slum people, improvement of water quality etc has
been kept in PRSP on environment and sustainable develop-
ment. Moreover in environment policy 1992, government
integrated 15 sector (agriculture, industry, mineral, water
quality improvement, biodiversity preserve, education,
research etc) with environment.

Bhola and Kutubdia under threats by continually land
erosion

Sea island Kutubdia is now to the face of being sub-
merged due to erosion and natural disaster. Kutubdia was
a land of 250 square kilometers. Being eroded continuous-
ly it has lost about 77% to the sea by 1980 to 1990 and
now has only 58 skm. For this more than 60% of the
inhabitants have migrated.
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On the other hand, Bhola, the island district of
Bangladesh, was of 6400 skm in the area of 1960s. 3000
skm of it have been inundated in the last 40 years only.

But what is the scenario of practice level? Each year 283
points of 85 towns are eroding instead of reducing land ero-
sion and land fertility incensement. Forest and biodiversity
are destroying consciously. Local species of fishes and birds
are loosing. Water and air is being polluted by using 1800
tons insecticide in agriculture land per year. We are encour-
aging to use chemical fertilizer, pesticides, hybrid instead of
organic fertilizer and local verities in agricultural cultivation.
The rivers, animal species like fishes, frog are destroying due
to industrial pollution. We will not achieve MDG if we reduce
the budget allocation and keep differences continuously
between commitment and practices.

Initiative taken by Bangladesh
Bangladesh has prepared national environment policy paper
1992 and made an assessment of the risk on CO5 and cli-

mate change in 1994 through joining US Climate Change
Country Study Program with participation of 11 Asian coun-
tries in Least-cost Green-House-Gas Abatement Strategy
Study in 1995-98. Bangladesh also signs the Kyoto protocol
in 2001 and submits Initial National Communication (INC) to
UNFCCC in 2002 and National Adaptation Plan of Action to
UNFCCC in 2005. A Climate Change Cell has been estab-
lished by the directorate of environment. The spirit is well, but
these initiatives are only a paper work that hasn’t any impact
in environment.

Recommendations of SUPRO

National level

Government should prepare a national strategy for using
organic fertilizer and pesticides in agricultural cultivation and
initiatives should be take to stop hill cutting, keeping local
biodiversity and forest.

Government should have a policy to prevent Co2 emission
(transport, brickfield, industry operation) and salinity of soil
and shrimp culture.

International level

International river management policy shall have to imple-
ment properly and make alliance with affected countries to
protest industrially developed countries which are emission
carbon and lobby for getting carbon tax.
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