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Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

We would have to build a world where everybody will
enjoy a safe and secure life if we expect to abolish
existing discrimination among the people of our globe.
In this context, in September 2000 at the Millennium
Summit, 189 nations have adopted the Millennium
Declaration as well as Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) for establishing peace, security and develop-
ment allover the globe. Bangladesh has an obligation
to keep this commitment as a signatory of this declara-
tion. To combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases
has been indicated at Goal-6 of MDGs, but the current
pace of progress of Bangladesh in this target does not
reflect that the goal would be achieved by 2015.

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria & other diseases
Target 7: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse
the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Indicator:

- HIV /AIDS prevalence among 15-24 year old preg-
nant women.

- Contraceptive Prevalence rate.

- Number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS.

Target 8: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse,
the incidence of Malaria & other major diseases.

Indicator:

- Prevalence and date rate associated with Malaria.

- Proportion of population in malaria risks areas using
effective malaria prevention and treatment meas-
ures.

- Prevalence and date rate associated with
Tuberculosis.

- Proportion of Tuberculosis cases detected and
cured under DOTS. (Directly Observed Treatment
Short Course)

It has been proved that HIV/AIDS have an adverse
effect on human health which affects social, political
and economical life of a persons as well as national
development and create threat to the initiatives taken
for the human development.

Progress of MDGs: HIV/AIDS

Apparently Bangladesh hasn’t been treated as highly
risky areas of HIV/AIDS, but geographically it seems a
high level vulnerable country due to be a neighbor of
high prevalence of HIV/AIDS epidemic countries like
India & Myanmar. The Eastern border of Bangladesh is
a high level risky area of HIV/AIDS and HIV/AIDS
could spread out due to external & internal migration of
people from this border.
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Would preventing HIV/AIDS
remain unreachable?
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HIV/AIDS Situation in Bangladesh Update 2006"

Particulars 1989 2006 Total
2005 December

No of Reported 658 216 874

HIV Positive Cases

Number of AIDS Cases | 134 70 204

Number of Deaths 74 35 109

Due to AIDS

Estimated No of 7500 - 7500

HIV Positive Cases

(as per government

report)

Source: NASP-2006

In this above table, there have two types of statistics in
HIV/AIDS, one is reported number and another is esti-
mated. The Government statistics, the estimated num-
ber is 7,500, but it is 13,000 — 20,000 as per UNAIDS
& WHO statistics.

Goal-6: Where we are in 2007 (Target Vs
Achievement)
How HIV/AIDS is transmitted

Bangladesh Indicators Status
Targets 2007-08
Target 7: Condom use rate among:
Have halted - Female sex workers 16%-44%
by 2015 and - Rickshaw pullers 2%
begun to - Truck drivers 25%
reverse the
spread of HIV positivity among :
HIV/AIDS. - IDUs 4%-7%

- Female sex workers 0.2%

- Men who have sex with men 0.7%

- Needle sharing among IDUs 25%-75%
Target 8: - Infection & death rates of Malaria| 100 t 0.9
Reduce by - Proportion of population in 24%

50% the inci-
dence of
cases and the
number of the

Malaria risk areas using effective
malaria prevention & treatment
measures

deaths from - Prevalence of Tuberculosis 229
Malaria by (per 100,000)
2015, Detect | - Death rates associated with 70,000
70% and cure Tuberculosis (annually)
80% of
detected Proportion of Tuberculosis cases
cases by under directly observed treatment
2015. short course (DOTS):
- Detected 44%
- Cured 85%

Source: WHO & USAID health report- 2007.

>> read more




- Blood injection from HIV/AIDS Positive person.

- Polygamy or unsafe physical relationship with differ-
ent people.

- Using injection with common needle.

- High level of external & internal migration.

- Low prevalence of condom use rate among sex
workers & their clients.

- Low level awareness on HIV/AIDS.

According to report of WHO & USAID 2007, only 16% -
44% commercial sex workers’ use condom while 75%
truck drivers are reluctant to use it. The statistics of above
sources also shows that only two-third of rickshaw-pullers
and about 70 percent college & university students
engage themselves in unsafe and unhygienic physical
relations. At the central level, two thirds of drug users are
reported to share a common needle for using drug, the
rate is also higher (75%) in the southeast of the country
while it is respectively low (only 25%) at in the northwest
region. Unsafe blood transfusion is one of the most impor-
tant causes of HIV prevalence. But in our country there is
no effective national policy and strategy to protect unsafe
blood transfusion. That's why the vulnerability of HIV/AIDS
epidemic is increasing day by day.

Malaria and Tuberculosis

Reducing halves of the affected rate and death related
to malaria and other diseases by 2015 is another prime
target of MDG 6. In Bangladesh approximately 14.7
million people are at risk of malaria. But the situation is
rather improving.

According to the WHO report, the affected ratio and
death associated with malaria is now 100: 9.09.
Estimated target has been projected 100% on ensuring
effective prevention & treatment ratio in malaria prone
area while it is achieved 24% only in 2007.

As per WHO report, annually 300-500 million people
have been affecting and more than one million people
are dead by Malaria across the world. Malaria is being
treated a major public health problem in Bangladesh. Out
of 64 administrative districts, 13 are reflected as high-risk
malaria zone. An estimated one million clinical cases of
Malaria are treated every year. During 2002, there are
598 incidence of deaths is happened from malaria.

According to the USAID health report 2007, prevalence
of Tuberculosis (per 100,000) rates are 229 and about
70,000 patients have died in every year. Bangladesh is
committed to achieve the standard targets of detection
(at least 70%) and curing (85%) rate of smear-positive

IR & BRI
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patients. But the report shows that, in 2007 the ratio of
detecting case is 44% and curing rate is 85%. So, we
can see Bangladesh has been achieving a significant
progress in this action.

Commitment of PRSP and It’s reflection in Budget
PRSP acknowledged that Tuberculosis, Malaria and
HIV/AIDS have been marked as a threat to our public
health. As per PRSP, Government will take initiates to
remove 85% TB cure rate by 2007, the death inci-
dences from malaria will be reduce @ 20% by 2007
from 49.5% in 2003. HIV/ STD affected ratio also
wouldn’t the limit of vulnerability (5% vulnerable peo-
ple) which was suggested also in PRSP.

In the fiscal year 2007-08, the budget allocation of total
health sector is taka 5,470 corers which are 6.6% of
total budget. This allocation is more than 14% extra of
the previous budget. In 2001-02 the allocation of this
sector was 5.7%, where our populations was11 corers.
But in 2007, our total populations are more than 14
corers. That means, we see that, budget allocation in
health sector is being reduced according to the ratio of
population and per capita.

Progress Review

According to the report of 2005, there were no remark-
able progresses in prevention of national AIDS/STD
program. The program has been started from 2004
though it was scheduled to start from 2000 with the
funded of DFID. So that, the donors withdraw more
than 50% contributions from the project due to lack of
responsibility even near 105 corer taka remained
unused after withdrawal of fund.

Proposed for achieving target

- To raise consciousness on AIDS, have to be incor-
porate in education curriculum of school level.

- To conduct mass campaign for awareness in all level.

- To implement of national drug policy; this will con-
tribute to ensure of easy availability of essential
drugs with reasonable price.

- To establish rule for safe blood donation, examinee
and monitoring.

To implement the MDG, the UN approximates of cost
amounting near 100 billion US $. This amount is only
0.3 % of total income of the world. In experts view, the
implementation of MDG would be possible to achieve
by 2015, if the allocation increase up to 100 billion US
$ from existing 50 billion US $. But this will depend on
the political commitment of global leaders. If the mass
people stand up with voice in favor of their demand,
the Government will be accountable and the expected
target would be achieved within the stipulated time-
frame.

Mousumi Biswas, Igbal Uddin, Basanti Saha, Syed Aminul Haqg, Mohammed Zakaria,

Prodip Kumar Roy, Rezaul Karim Chowdhury.

House 13/3, Road 2, Shamoli, Dhaka 1207. Tel: +88 02 812 5181, 815 4673, Fax: +88 02 912 9395
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