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Goal 4: Reduce child mortality 

Bangladesh is one of the signatories among 189 coun-
tries in declaration of Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) by United Nation (UN). The UN General
Assembly in 2000 declared the 8 development goals
which are recognized as MDG. These goals supposed
to improve the people’s livelihood of poor countries.
Bangladesh is committed to achieve the goals by 2015
and working accordingly. Among these, Goal: 4
“Reduce Child Mortality” that comprise the following
indicators to be achieved by the stipulated timeframe
of UN declaration,

- Reduce under-5 child mortality rate by two-third.
- Reduce infant mortality rate, and
- Achieve 100% immunization rate.

Reduce under-5 child mortality by 2015

Indicator Status in Current Progress Time will
2002 Status rate need at

2007 current
pace

Reduce 76/1000 69/1000 1.4% 2022
under-5 
child 
mortality

Infant 53/1000 46/1000 1.3% 2019
mortality 

Immunization 69% 77% 1.3% 2024

Source: UN- MDG Report 2005, WB Country Strategy,
2006-09

Govt. Target & Progress
This said in UN declaration that, in case of reducing
child mortality the statistical base year would be as
1990 and the respective countries have to achieve the
target of two-third reducing by 2015. That means the
under-five mortality from 151to 50, infant mortality from
94 to 31 would be reduced and immunization rate will
reach to 100% from 53% in 1990. 

What’s the real scenario? 
According to MDG Bangladesh Progress Report-2005
(Prepared by UN & Bangladesh jointly) govt. claimed
the significant decline of child mortality rate which was
151 in 1990, 84 in 2000, 76 in 2002 and stood as 69 in
2007. In this situation, if we analyze the progress of
last five years (2002-06), current progress rate is only
1.4% whereas we have to achieve minimum 3%
progress per year for reaching the MDG in time.

Mystic position of UN regarding MDG achievement
The UN declaration on MDG said that, the MDG imple-

mentation & achievement period will be range from
2000 to 2015. But the base of different indicators have
been set up according to the year of 1990 those are
very asymmetrical reflection between situational
assessment and target setting. The review of progress
show that, the under-five child mortality rate was 151
point in 1990, 84 in 2000 and it has declined up to the
threshold of 76 in 2006. That means for the two years
period (2000-02) of implementation of MDG, govern-
ment claiming the reduce rate 75/1000 whereas the
real picture will be as 08/1000 per thousand live birth. 

What should be the real target for Bangladesh?
In 2000 the MDG declaration by UN the under-five
mortality rate was 84 per thousand live births (MDG,
UN- Bangladesh progress report 2005). According to
that statistics if we want to achieve the exact figure
should be 28/1000 which would be reflected the two-
third of target of MDG. In that case Bangladesh has to
achieve minimum 4% of MDG target per year.

Under-five Malnutrition Scenario of Bangladesh

Indicator Current Status (2007)

Chronic Maternal 38%
Malnutrition

Low Birth Weight 36%

Under-Five 48%
malnutrition

Stunted 43%

Night Blindness 1%

Anemia 42%

Breast Feeding 42%
(Under 6month)

Source: UNICEF Child Report- 2006

Why Child mortality is high in Bangladesh?
If we try to viewing the real causes of child mortality is
showing that, the malnutrition is one of the core finding
of child mortality. According to the UN report-05,
Bangladesh is treated a country of high level of child
mortality among the developing countries. The million
of child have been affected by the pre & post natal
malnutrition which causes of low birth weight along
with low capacity of self immunization, blindness or
night blindness and autism etc. As resulted child are
also affected by acute respiratory infection, diarrhea
and death. 

According the UNICEF child report 2006, due to pre &
post malnutrition contributing 36% low birth weight,
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49% anemia among the under-five children and causes
to death. The child malnutrition also makes a long term
negative contribution in quality of human resource
development in our country.

The child mortality and immunization has a cohesive
relation. The govt. expressed his commitment to
expand the immunization rate reaching 100% target.
And achieving the target estimated rate of progress
have been forecasted as 2.5-3% per year. But the
evaluation report 2003 in this regard shows that the
progress is not satisfactory which only 1.3%. If this sit-
uation is continue will require more 24 years for
achieving 100%.   

What’s the Budget & PRSP action to reduce child
mortality?
In budget session, 2007-08 the finance advisor
expressed that, “the human resource development
effort wouldn’t make any success without ensuring the
development of health system”. But this universal fact
for Bangladesh has not reflected when he proposed
the budget on health for 2007-08.

The finance advisor has declared the budget of Tk.
79,614 corer where he proposed the amount of 5,470
corer for health as 6.6% of total budget. Though this
allocation is 14% higher than previous fiscal year (06-
07), but very low as only Tk. 390 per capita ratio.

According to PRSP, reduce of child mortality program
has treated as strategic priority in health sector by the
government. To achieve this target government says to
enhance the activities on health & nutrition service and
immunization in rural area those would integrate the
MDG achievement. But in the budget of 2007-08 gov-
ernment did not ensure any sufficient allocation which
can reflect his commitment. According to UN assess-
ment Bangladesh has to invest at least 5% of total
GDP or 12-15% of yearly budget for achieving MDG,
whereas our government persisting the previous trend
giving only 6.% of total budget in health service.

What’s the Challenge for Government?

Financing for MDG
Despite showing the commitment government is not
really able to support full-financing in achieving MDG.
But if we want to achieve by 2015 need full speed in
implementation of nutrition & long term immunization
program. In that case approximately Tk.6500 corer per
year will be needed as per UN assessment. But gov-
ernment has no any policy direction on how it will be
managed.   

Evading Responsibilities of Donors
In declaration of MDG there are sufficient financial and
technical support would be needed which was
assessed by the UN. In this backdrop Bangladesh has
need 14.1 billion dollar to materialize the MDG where
50% will come from internal resource and rest from
donor’s AID & Grants. 

The donor countries (G-8) also have shown their further
commitment in Copenhagen conference (1995)   to full-
fill the demand for expediting the development of poor
countries. In that case the G-8 was promised to con-
tribute as a percentage of their national income (0.7%)
which will distribute to developing countries for achieving
their MDG. But only five countries (Luxemburg, Norway,
Canada, Sweden and Denmark) have full-fill their com-
mitment. The other rich countries are very much reluctant
in this issue, rather trying to impose the conditions of lib-
eralization and privatization of service sectors in our
country through World Bank & IMF for occupying the
market and vested interest of business.

Due to this bleak picture and disappointing role of
donor’s, the impoverishment is continue and gradually
upgrading instead of reducing in Bangladesh.

What’s Bangladesh can do with his limited capaci-
ty?

Enhancing the existing Nutrition Program 
It’s earlier stated that, the malnutrition is treated as
prime cause of child mortality. In pregnancy period the
rural poor mothers are affected from malnutrition that
resulted to death of infant and under-five children.

Government has to take into consider this issue very
actively and in order to reduce the child mortality as
per target must be ensured pre and post maternal
nutrition for poorest segment and allocate double in
health budget.
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oJfífôTJuLj kMKÓ KvÊoOfáq ysJPx
ImhJj rJUPf kJPr

xMḱ iJreJk© KxKr\1188

FoKcK\ 4: KvÊ oOfáq yJr ysJx 

\JKfxÄW ßWJKwf xyxsJ» Cjú~j uãqoJ©J~ ˝JãrTJrL 189Ka ßhPvr
oPiq mJÄuJPhv yPò FTKaÇ mJÄuJPhPvr of hKrhs ßhvèKur \jPVJÔLr
\Lmj pJ©Jr oJj Cjú~Pjr uPãq \JKfxÄW 2000 xJPu ßoJa 08Ka
uãqoJ©J ßWJwjJ TPr pJ xyxsJ» Cjú~j uãqoJ©J KyxJPm xmJA V́ye
TPrÇ mJÄuJPhv CÜ uãqoJ©JèPuJ @VJoL 2015 xJPur oPiq I\tPjr
\jq IñLTJr TPrPZ FmÄ TJ\ TPr pJPòÇ FA 08Ka uãqoJ©Jr oPiq 4
jÄ uãq yPò, Í KvÊ oOfáqr yJr ysJx TrJ”Ç CÜ uãqoJ©JKa \JKfxÄW
ßWJKwf KjKhtÓ xoP~r oPiq I\tj TrPf yPu ßp TJ\èPuJ mJómJ~j
TrPf yPm fJ yPò,
- 5 mZPrr To m~xL KvÊPhr oOfáqyJr ysJx
- jm\JfT oOfáq yJr ysJx, FmÄ
- KvÊPhrPT 100% aLTJhJj TotxNYLr @SfJ~ @jJ

2015 xJPur oPiq 5 mZPrr KvÊPhr oOfáq yJr hMA fífL~JÄPv ysJx

xMYT 2002 xJPu mftoJj (07) IV́VKfr mftoJj yJPr
Im˙J Im˙J yJr YuPu xo~

uJVPm
5 mZPrr 76 /1000 69/1000 1.4% 2022 xJu
KvÊ oOfáq 
yJr  ysJx
KvÊ
jm\JfT 53/1000 46/1000 1.3% 2019 xJu
oOfáq yJr
aLTJhJj 69% 77% 1.3% 2024 xJu 
TotxNYL

xM©”  \JKfxÄW FoKcK\ ḱKfPmhj 2005, KmvõmqJÄT ßhvL~ xyJ~fJ
ßTRvuk© 2006-09

xrTJPrr uãqoJ©J FmÄ IV́VKf:
\JKfxÄW ßWJKwf FoKcK\ ßWJwjJ~ FaJ muJ yP~PZ ßp, KvÊ oOfáq yJr
ysJPxr ßãP© xÄKväÓ ßhvxoNy 1990 xJPur KnK• Im˙J ßgPT 2015
xJPur oPiq hMA fífL~JÄv ysJx TrPf yPmÇ IgtJ“ PxPãP© 5 mZPrr To
m~xL KvÊPhr oOfáqyJr 151 ßgPT 50, jm\JfT oOfáqr yJr 94 ßgPT 31
F jJKoP~ @jJ FmÄ aLTJhJj TotxNYL 53% ßgPT 100% F CjúLf TrJÇ

@xPu kKrK˙Kf KT ?
FoKcK\-r IV́VKfr Ckr \JKfxÄW FmÄ mJÄuJPhv xrTJr TftT
ßpRgnJPm k´jLf 2005 xJPur k´KfPmhPj muJ yP~PZ ßp, mJÄuJPhPv
KvÊoOfáqr yJr xP∂Jw\jT nJPm ysJx kJPò pJ 1990 xJPur 151 ßgPT
2000 xJPu 84, 2002 xJPu 76 FmÄ mftoJPj 2007 xJPu Fr Im˙Jj
hJKzP~PZ 69 FÇ IgtJ“ FPãP© @orJ pKh Vf 5 mZPr (2002-06)
KvÊoOfáq yJr ysJPxr IVsVKf kptJPuJYjJ TKr fJyPu ßhUPf kJm ßp, FA
IV́VKfr yJr oJ© 1.4%Ç IgY @orJ pKh 2015 xJPur oPiq CÜ
uãoJ©J I\tj TrPf YJA fJyPu IoJPhrPT TokPã 3% yJPr uãqoJ©J
I\tj TrPf yPmÇ

uãqoJ©J S I\tj KjP~ \JKfxÄPWr ryxqo~ Im˙Jj
\JKfxÄW TfOT FoKcK\ ßWJwjJ TrJ yP~PZ 2000 xJPur xJiJre
kKrwPhr xPÿuj ßgPT FmÄ CÜ ßWJwjJ~ muJ yP~PZ ßp, FoKcK\
mJómJ~j S I\tPjr ßãP© ßo~Jh yPm 2000-2015 xJu kpt∂, IgY
FoKcK\r KmKnjú xNYPTr KnK•mZr irJ yP~PZ 1990-95 xJuPT pJ I¸Ó
FmÄ KmPrJikNjt Kmw~Ç TJrj FPãP© KvÊoOfáqr yJr kptJPuJYjJ TrPu ßhUJ
pJ~ ßp, 1990 xJPu KvÊoOfáq yJr 151 PgPT 2000 xJPu yP~PZ 84
FmÄ 2002 xJPu fJ yP~PZ 76Ç IgtJ“ FoKcK\ mJómJ~j ÊÀ yP~PZ
2000 xJu ßgPT IgY xrTJr hJmL TrPZ ßp, Px 2002 xJu kpt∂
KvÊoOfáq yJr ysJx TPrPZ 75/1000 pJ ḱTífkPã yPm 08/1000 \jÇ
mJÄuJPhPvr k´Tíf uãqoJ©J KT yS~J CKY“ KZu ?

\JKfxÄW ßWJKwf 2000 xJu FoKcK\r mJómJ~j TJu irJ yPu ßx xoP~
mJÄuJPhPvr KvÊoOfáqr k´Tíf yJr KZu k´Kf yJ\JPr 84 \j (VCF, aW-
AiyowilmÄp Y“zo“mÄÄ \m|z“”-2005) Ç ßx IjMxJPr KvÊoOfáqr yJr
hMA fífL~JÄv ysJPxr uãqoJ©J KjitJrj TrJ yPu mJÄuJPhPvr \jq 2015
xJu kpt∂ fJ yPm 28 \j ḱKf yJ\JPrÇ IgtJ“ PxPãP© ḱKf mZr
TokPã 4% yJPr uãqoJ©J  I\tj TrPf yPmÇ

KvÊoOfáqr yJr ßTj mJÄuJPhPv Ff ßmvL ?
@orJ pKh KvÊ oOfáqr ḱiJj TJrjèKu xÄPãPk KY©JK~f TrJr ßYÓ TKr
fJyPu ßhUm ßp, mJÄuJPhPv IkMKÓA yPò KvÊ oOfáqr ḱiJj TJrjÇ
\JKfxÄW k´KfPmhj 2005 F muJ yP~PZ KvÊ IkMKÓr ßãP© mJÄuJPhPvr
Im˙Jj yPò kOKgmLr oPiq xPmtJóÇ k´Kf mZr uã uã KvÊ \jìkNmt FmÄ
\jìP•Jr IkMKÓr KvTJr yPò pJr TJrPj To S\j FmÄ ßrJV ḱKfPrJi
ãofJ To yS~J~ mMK≠ kḰfmKº, cJ~Kr~J, KjCPoJKj~J AfqJKh ßrJPV
@âJ∂ yPò FmÄ oJrJ pJPòÇ aWSBDE-2006 Fr k´KfPmhj IjMpJ~L
\jìkNmt FmÄ \PjìJP•Jr IkMKÓr TJrPj mJÄuJPhPv To S\Pjr KvÊ \jì yJr
36%, 05 mZPrr Tom~xL KvÊPhr oPiq mMK≠ ksKfmKº/mJojPfôr yJr
43%, Iºfô S rJfTJjJ ßrJPVr yJr 01% FmÄ rÜÊjqfJ~ ßnJVJr yJr
49%Ç ÊiM IkMKÓr TJrPj xOÓ hMmtu ˝J˙q TJbJPoJ KjP~ pJrJ ßmPY gJTPZ
fJr ḱnJm˝„k FTKa xhMrḱxJrL EeJfúT ḱKfKâ~J myj TrPf yPò
ßhPvr oJjm xŒh Cjú~PjÇ  

KvÊ oOfáqr yJPrr xJPg aLTJhJj TotxNYLr FTKa KjKmz xŒTt rP~PZ ßp
TJrPj FoKcK\-04 Fr uãqoJ©J I\tPjr \jq 100% aLTJhJj TotxNYL
mJómJ~Pjr IñLTJr TrJ yP~PZÇ ßxPãP© xŒ́xJKrf aLTJhJj TotxNYLr
oNuqJ~j ḱKfPmhj 2003 IjMxJPr ßhUJ pJ~ ßp, TotxNKYr IV́VKf
xP∂Jw\jT j~Ç CÜ ḱKfPmhPj ßhUJ pJ~ ßp, aLTJhJj TotxNYLr Vz
IV́VKfr yJr oJ© 1.3%Ç pKh F Im˙J YuPf gJPT fJyPu 100%
aLTJhJj TotxNYL mJómJ~Pj xo~ uJVPm 24 mZrÇ IgY 2015 xJPur
oPiq pKh uãqoJ©J I\tj TrPf YJA fJyPu VPz TokPã 2.5-3% kpt∂
uãqoJ©J I\tj TrPf yPmÇ
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KvÊ oOfáqr yJr ysJPx xrTJPrr mJP\Par KY©aJ KT Kk@rFxKk Fr
xJPg xÄVKfkNjt?
Í˝J˙q mqm˙Jr Cjú~j ZJzJ oJjm xŒh Cjú~Pjr k´~Jx xlu yPf kJPr
jJ” 2007-08 xJPur mJP\a mÜífJ~ oJjjL~ Igt CkPhÓJ FrTo FTKa
xJmt\jLj xfq ˝LTJr TrJr krS mJP\a ḱhJPjr ßãP© fJr PTJj
k´Kfluj KfKj rJPUjKjÇ oJjjL~ Igt CkPhÓJ 2007-08 Igt mZPr
79,614 ßTJKa aJTJr mJP\a ßkv  TPrPZÇ CÜ mJP\Pa 6.6% mrJ¨
rJUJ  yP~PZ ˝J˙q UJPf pJr kKroJj 5,470 ßTJKa aJTJ FmÄ FA mrJ¨
kNPmtr IgtmZPrr (2006-07) YJAPf 14% ßmvL  yPuS ßhPvr mftoJj
\jxÄUqJr IjMkJPf fJ UMAA To (oJgJKkZá oJ© 390 aJTJ)Ç mJP\Par
Im˙JjVf KhT ßgPT ˝J˙q UJf rP~PZ 5 j’r Im˙JPj, IgtJ“ KvãJ,
ḱpMKÜ S kKrmyj, ˙JjL~ xrTJr FmÄ QmPhKvT EPer xMh ḱhJj AfqJKh
UJPfr kPrÇ IgY ˝J˙q UJPfr Cjú~jPT ßhPvr @gtxJoJK\T IV́VKfr
oNu iJrJr ḱiJj YJKuTJvKÜ KyxJPm Veq TrJ yPòÇ

mJÄuJPhPvr 5 mZPrr To m~xL KvÊ IkMKÓr KY© 

Kmw~ mftoJj Im˙J
hLWt˙J~L oJfífôTJuLj IkMKÓ 38%
To S\Pjr KvÊ \jì yJr 36%
5 mZPrr To m~xL KvÊ IkMKÓ 48%
mMK≠ ḱKfmKº/ mJojJTíKf 43%
rJfTJjJ S Iºfô 01%
rÜÊjqfJ 49%
6 oJPxr To m~xL KvÊPhr oJfíhMê ḱhJPjr yJr 42%

\JKfxÄW KvÊ kḰfPmhj -2006

xrTJr Kk@rFxKkPf KvÊoOfáqyJr ysJx TJptâoPT ˝J˙q UJPfr 01 jÄ
FmÄ k´iJj ßTRvuVf uãq KyxJPm KYK¤f TPrPZj FmÄ ßx uãq I\tPj
\„rL ˝J˙qPxmJ vKÜvJuLTrj, xŒ́xJKrf aLTJhJj TotxNYLr @SfJ mOK≠
FmÄ KvÊ IxM˙fJr xoKjõf TJptâo @rS ß\JrhJr TrJr TgJ mPuPZj pJ
FoKcK\ I\tPjr uãqPTA xoKjõf TrPm, KT∂M CÜ uãq I\tPjr \jq
\JfL~ mJP\Pa ßTJj mKitf KmKjP~JPVr mqm˙J TPrjKjÇ FoKcK\ I\tPjr
\jq FCY- r 5% IgmJ \JfL~ mJP\Par 12-15% KmKjP~JV TrJr TgJ
gJTPuS xrTJr 2007-08 IgtmZPr mJP\Par 6% mrJ¨ KhP~ IfLPfr
iJrJA ImqJyf ßrPUPZj pJ yfJvJmq†TÇ

uãq I\tPj xrTJPrr \jq YqJPu† ßTJgJ~ ?

IgtxÄ˙Jj”
\JKfxÄW k´eLf FoKcK\ IV´VKf k´KfPmhj-2005 F muJ yP~PZ 2015
xJPur oPiq KvÊoOfáqr yJr ysJx TJK⁄f uãoJ©J I\tj TrPf yPu 05
mZr m~xL KvÊPhr \jq kMKÓ KjKÁfTrj FmÄ hLWtPo~JhL aLTJhJj TotxNYL
kNet VKfPf mJómJ~j TrPf yPmÇ ßxPãP© k´Kf mZr  ÊiMoJ© aLTJhJj
TJptâPor \jq 57 Ko” c” FmÄ kMKÓ TJptâPor \jq 36.9 Ko” c”
ḱP~J\j yPm pJ mJÄuJPhvL aJTJ~ ḱJ~ 6500 ßTJKa aJTJÇ CÜ Igt
KTnJPm xÄ˙Jj yPm fJr ßTJj xMKjKhtÓ kKrT·jJ xrTJPrr jJAÇ

hKrhs ßhvèPuJr ḱKf hJfJ ßhvèPuJr @Yrj ßToj ?
\JKfxÄW xyxsJ» ßWJwjJ~ muJ yP~KZu hKrhs ßhvèPuJPT fJPhr FoKcK\
I\tPjr ßãP© pPgÓ kKroJj @KgtT S TJKrVrL xyJ~fJ ḱhJj TrPf yPm
FmÄ ßx CP¨qPvq ijL ßhvèPuJ fJPhr \JfL~ @P~r FTaJ IÄv (ßoJa
\JfL~ @P~r 0.07%) hKrhs ßhvèPuJPf ḱhJj TrPmÇ \JKfxÄPWr FA
ßWJwjJ IjMpJ~L ijL ßhvèPuJr oPiq oJ© 5Ka ßhv FA vft kNrj TPrPZ
FmÄ IjqJjq ßhvèPuJ aJPVta ßgPT IPjT hMPr rP~PZ (IgtJ“ \JfL~
@P~r oJ© 0.02% ḱhJj TPrPZ)Ç ḱTJrJ∂Pr ijL ßhvèPuJ ˝J˙qUJPf
mJÄuJPhPvr mJ\Jr hUu TrJr \jq SVE c_X Fr oJiqPo KmKnjú vft
\MPz KhP~ CÜ TotxNKYPf YJKyhJof fyKmu ḱhJj TrPZ jJÇ   
xrTJr fJr Kj\˝ ãofJr oPiq ßgPT KT TrPf kJPr?

mftoJj kMKÓ TJptâoPT @rS ß\JzhJr TrPf yPm”
kNPmtA muJ yP~PZ ßp, KvÊ oOfáqr k´iJj TJrj yPò oJfífôTJuLj IkMKÓÇ
KvÊ Vntm˙J~ gJTJr xo~ oJP~rJ ßp IkMKÓr ˝LTJr y~ fJr lu˝„k
ßmKvrnJV KvÊA krmfLtPf KmKnjú ßrJPV @âJ∂ y~ FmÄ oOfáqmrj TPrÇ
xrTJrPT CÜ Kmw~KaPT IV́JKiTJr KnK•Pf KmPmYjJ TrPf yPm FmÄ
KvÊoOfáq ysJx uãqoJ©J IjMpJ~L ysJx TrPf  YJAPu ImvqA ḱxmkNmt FmÄ
ḱxmP•Jr xoP~ hKrhs \jPVJÔLr oJfífôTJuLj kMKÓr Kmw~Ka KjKÁf TrPf
yPmÇ

FuPãq mftoJPj xrTJPrr Í\JfL~ kMKÓ TJptâo” jJPo FTKa hLWtPo~JhL
TotxNKY YJuM rP~PZ pUJPj hKrhs \jPVJÔLr \jq kMKÓ KjKÁf TrJr TgJ
muJ yP~PZ, IgY ßxUJPj k´P~J\jL~ Igt mrJ¨ jJ gJTJ~ CÜ TJptTPor
VKf ḱJ~ ˙KmrÇ

fJA @oJPhr hJmL, xrTJrPT CÜ ḱTP· kptJ¬ Igt mrJ¨ KjKÁf TrPf
yPm pJPf V́JoJûPu hKrhs oJP~Phr oJfífôTJuLj kMKÓr Kmw~Ka KjKÁf y~Ç
fJyPuA KvÊ oOfáq ysJPxr TJK⁄f uãq I\tj TrJ x÷m yPf kJPrÇ 




