Rethinking quality education
along with enrollment

MDG-2 : Achieve universal primary education

MDG and target of Bangladesh

The Millennium development Goals (MDGs) set out a powerful
agenda for a global partnership to fight against poverty, offering
a shared vision of a better world by the year 2015. They aim to
cut extreme poverty and set 8 Goals. Bangladesh set out 18 tar-
gets according to these goals to achieve by 2015.

Achievement of Universal Primary Education.
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The 2nd goal of MDG is to achieve universal primary education.
In order to achieve this goal, Bangladesh targets to increase net
enrollment rate in primary education from 73.7% in 1992 to
100% by 2015 and to reduce dropout rate in primary education
from 38% in 1994 to 0 by 2015.

Education for All, Nondiscriminatory.

In Bangladesh, near about 87% children, who are at the age of 6
to 10, enroll the primary school. Among them, 61% enroll in
government primary school, 24% in registered primary school,
5% in ebtedia madrasa (local religious institutions) , 2% in
kindergarten and 9% in other institutions. Besides dropout rate of
primary education is 40%. A report of Education Watch, 2002
showed that only 2% student can achieve the standard (govern-
ment declared 53 indicators assessing the quality of primary
education). Only 41% achieve literacy and only one fifth students
can utilize their literacy to benefit their family and society.

Millennium Development Goal: where we are

Bangladesh has achieved remarkable success in primary educa-
tion. But these achievements are in enroliment and gender
equality. The enrollment rate in primary education is 87%. Male-
female ratio is 55:45. In gender equality achievement,
Bangladesh holds 125th position out of 180 countries. Adult liter-
acy rate has been increased from 36.9% to 50%. So based on
the achievements, we should look at quality education.

Besides, we have some challenges to achieve universal primary
education. Till now about 40 lacs village children and about 30
lacs slum children are excluded from education. For expenditure
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of universal primary education by 2015, Bangladesh will need $
1.7 billion dollar, 40% of which has to be collected from other
countries and donor. Besides we do not have sufficient infra-
structure which has created the risk that even in 2009, 18 lacs
children remain excluded from education.

Because of these reasons Government of Bangladesh has initi-
ated different projects ‘Hard to Reach, "Reaching out of School
Children’ and some other projects. Government has been imple-
menting post literacy education program-1 with the assistance of
World Bank to continue education for the drop outs from primary
education and 11-45 age group who became literate by non for-
mal education.

To prevent dropout and to increase enrollment especially girls’
enrollment government is providing stipend in primary and sec-
ondary level. But these initiatives cannot catch the excluded 40
lacs children. It can not ensure quality education.

PRSP and Education

In PRSP, education has been pointed out as an investment for
human resources development. It said, lack of access to educa-
tion is an element of poverty. Most of the poor people do not have
access to education and it weakens their capacities. In PRSP, it is
suggested that there shall be one type of primary education for all
children and 5 years term competency education. It said that
about 90% assimilation between primary and madrasa curriculum.
Besides it has referred to separate cadre service for primary edu-
cation.

According to PRSP, only one curriculum should be implemented
for all type of education so that all people irrespective of rich and
poor get security for their livelihood after the end of education.
But there was no guideline to implement the program in last two
years’ budget. There is a relation between quality education and
teaching time and teacher-student ratio. The teacher-student
contact hour in Bangladesh is the lowest in the world, only 444
hours in a year. But is should be minimum 666 hours in a year.
Teacher-student ratio should be 1:30. But in Bangladesh it is
1:63. These issues have been ignored in PRSP. Moreover 3
women polytechnic institutes are supposed to be established to
encourage women in technical education. But this has not yet
been initiated.

Increase education expenditure and

Budget 2007-08.

In Budget 2007-08, the allocation for education and technology
sector is Tk. 12369 crore, which is highest allocation and 14.5%
of total budget. The allocation for education and technology sec-
tor is includes allocation for primary and mass education min-
istry, education ministry and science and technology ministry.
Besides madrasa education and cadet education is also included
in that allocation. As a result village schools get lesser allocation
than any other institutions. These schools do not have subject
wise teacher, science laboratory and sufficient infrastructure.

There were three projects in previous budget to improve quality
education— Secondary Sector Improvement Project-2, Primary
Education Development Project, Teaching Quality Improvement
in Secondary Education Project. The allocation of these project
was Tk. 1,131, 12 crore. These projects have given importance
on administrative development, not overall development. Only

allocation is not enough to ensure qualitative improvement of
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education. For qualitative education, we need Science based
curriculum, improve salary and social recognition of primary
school teachers and decrease their overloading administrative
responsibility.

This budget allocated Tk. 10 crore for educational research of
govern and non government universities. It also affirmed that 15
thousands teacher will be appointed in primary school, 60% of
whom will be female teacher. Besides it also allocated Tk.100 as
stipend for every one of 55 lacs students and trained up 10 thou-
sands teacher. 18 thousands and 186 new class room will build.

didn’t say anything about different types of education. Not only
that, it didn’t mention any planning to assimilate non government
organization implemented education with mainstream education
for dropout children.

But these allocations are traditional and part of series of previ-

ous budget.

The budget allocated stipend for boys of poor families at primary
level. It is a reflection of demand of poor people. But only infra-
structure development, female teacher appointment and teach-
ers’ training could not ensure qualitative education. The budget

FY Revenue  Develo- Total % of % of
(crore Tk) | pment allocation | total GDP
budget
2000-01 33.44 22.52 55.96 14.5 2.2
2001-02 36.36 23.92 60.28 14.2 22
2002-03 38.02 23.08 61.10 13.6 2.03
2003-04 41.04 26.32 67.40 13.0 2.05
2004-05 46.09 30.72 76.81 13.4 2.07
2005-06 63.71 33.15 96.86 15.0 22
2006-07 72.14 38.79 110.93 15.9 24
2007-08 8660 3709 12379 145 2.33
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he tax on educational supplementary material has decreased in
this budget. About 70% newsprint of total demand is exported
from outside and a tax of 15% has been imposed on it in this
budget. But other south Asian countries like in Nepal and India it
is 5% in Pakistan 6% and in Srilanka only 2.5%. But the price of
offset paper has increased 2.5 times in the last year. The tax on
imported paper is 52%. So budget allocation is not fitted to us to
increase price of educational supplementary materials. The allo-
cation is very important, same important is the accessibility of
educational supplementary materials.

One of the causes for increased dropout rate is high cost of edu-
cation. In 2002, the dropout rate was 33%. But at present it is
40%. Education Watch Report of 2006 showed that state pays
Tk 1,776 as per student education cost at primary level.
Guardian pays Tk 2,554 excluding it. At secondary level this allo-
cation for one student is Tk 5,445 and guardian pays Tk.11, 320.

Achieve qualitative primary education: where to start

We have to realize that the main problem in our education is dif-
ferent types of education. Our policy makers have to do planning
bearing this in mind. If the 100% assimilation of different types of
education is not made possible, they will make a coordinated
curriculum among all the types of education. They have to
ensure proper use of enough time and capable teacher to
achieve basic competences of primary school students. For this,
we can implement cadre service in primary level. PTI training
has to be modernized. Teacher student ratio is to be made1:30
by increasing number of teachers.

During the last 10 years, our education budget has increased 2
times. But our 75% development budget of education is expend-
ed for stipend for primary level. So, how the rest of money
ensures our qualitative education? In Bangladesh, we have 78
thousands primary schools and near about 3 lac teacher who
are, controlled by bureaucratic system of education ministry. So
there is no accountability in this sector. We have to create
accountability structure to organize local UP, guardian and
school management committee. To achieve MDG and to use
education as a strategy of poverty reduction by 2015, we have to
create a education system which will be equal, scientific and uni-
versal. We have to march towards the goal.

House 13/3, Road 2, Shamoli, Dhaka 1207. Tel: +88 02 812 5181, 815 4673, Fax: +88 02 912 9395

Email: info@supro.org, Web: www.supro.org




G 3: TGN A B

S.axfefe ¢ FieaTitaeaa Bt

Rega S ot wétafes e)fa ¢ mitw s S @RE
TR & 000 AR TEma MET eifentd TAaRe *RKema eceox
ST 7o AT Mg P Z IR a5 Al (e 727 363 Al
AR (@SS (N 1 @uiefer wiew Afe | Ko mkw 20
AN T A N S A0 awfefer v Sgam ey [éRe @z |

FEE e MR et

JIENTACR BIAB-o ™ SIES | IS SIZ!
THNE | 0od-ob)

R 1T (5 Sfeq (R009)
TR 355 OF 99.9% - Al R S00% v9.3%
@TF 205¢T T 5 SfE weIre
Y00% @ BFre I - & @ e 300% 1a%
R ey st
eifie FEFR A el AT
T 3568 I 0% (AT TS
R 05€qI T [ |- TF R W @o%
e ==l

7@: SIS 203¢, 200¢ @ W (FIRIT - 732 |

TR fGSim 77wy 20 AT NN e oge | «3 T SEEd
T QST AT R (5 SS9 T S55 @ 20.9% (AT 03¢
T S00% @ TG ! G ARINE PR AT TR T 3558 @7 wr-%
(AT I 05677 T 40l TR 9 5o weacz |

el 19 T, R

I AR FE AN b-S0 I27 T @G Fe7 @R va%
Fire 30 of6 | @ W L% Sf6 = TRIIR A FE 1 8%
@RI FRES F@, ¢% TSR THPIR, 2% FERNEE, A 5%
AT @ ST FE | G W& 80% AR Bt o5 T A0E
AT ~GTE | GGLFH SAHA TR T AN A 27 R e 5
T IR OIR W@

i Rvpiens o8 ¢ It oo 27
Joob” L. RO 28.9%
PR L.y S9.09
Q000 .Y 50.59
Q00 94.8% 0.5
00 29.9¢ y0.b9q

3@: e Frw wfEmes «Aferedns 200

% fre TR (@FS ¢of @PITe! o5 FH0e A | W@ 85.8% Arwol
TS GG 0 | G T WG ¢ O S it e, i @9
TR B FIE AR NS TS| G I |

AT (SS9t ol '8 S (i wifg?
QN NS PRI (e G-Il ) oG SRR | T 93
SARFT TR 6 e '8 (TSR O] T | RGN T el fi

)

eIk R009

%0 ©f%F T A% | TE-T1A Sf6q THATS i8¢ TR AT FrEy
(TSI ATS! TG Sbrofl (R T 5 ¢O ORI WACZ | 77 P
T 0b.5% QT ([0GEE 0% | TSN & MFER 597 e v frem
NAFAC CE & (R T TR |

e 7 i e (e R Rt

TSR 2¢o RFENNER AL o) PR I & 8o TG FAroe! T |
G A GP-PORIAZ e | QTP b-do = T &AW ¢ e Fr
0 T T | FE AR ~RACS Ol IQI-SIRER A AR RS TN
TS TR TO9RTAR | AT 3 IR I P (@RI I2-4re
ARRTS QTS (G171 4R TR e | AETel, XN 8 FFERE TOIJ
ORI SEE Z0R FAIA, T 6 TEHFOR | F@: A So @M
00V |

GRS TG @i o G 5 By AW (1R | AT 80
i a2 *=eEa MBI wo AR fie e el faR A3 Wtz | )
AR @& e enafi forem cire wifkegre TR S s e
| e ARE B GG 03¢ AT AGE 46 A S.9 K
TER AR 80% AR (ACF HE FACo (A | =G By SIma @
SIS W SICS (M2l AR, 005 S & Sk 7% e Aeifie
PR SIeoR IRE ARFE | G2 I IR FIFR IM gl e e
SPYE FAR G TG § 5, fifbe 8h w1 7@ egaa woel oy aww
Qre R | AR e @ AE Al a3 firw Ifes, vy-8¢ IRER
IR A AT FEHR NSO A ZCACEH, SIS Sere HFrwls 4
TR & AT ARROR © ArFTel T8 SIS it &-3
IS TR | ©f$ I, I 18l Ko S e Ferm 3@ el @iy
AR G TS FE T3 ¢ A1 e Prererel e e | 5y
TR BT M TGI 8o T ST SR GO WS AT | SfeF®
Fretra ST R fpsTel e a9

Premaasfa @ st
FreRgfETe REFTS TRER G RN 71 7@z | 94 91 7
forwl 1 e MRwR a3 BAme | wRumaz few A

I@: PR @ e |, 732 i@ 200y |

SR T (@ G GBIR Mo AT 797 S (7 |
PremamtrTe @ TRz T el T R AR R R o
T 3R FrFR TAIFRER & A I28 (R o] A AR |
AT REFR AR AR R S0% FRERseR 91 6 'RAE | 9=IYl
2T FER FIFFTE & Ml IR AT e TR F24l 6l
AR

PreReAfITS 2R e 2M1ehe, aifi 39 @3 IMeT & g oy
ST o TR A o AT I 4N-IRY TR AL <Y I
Frsfeam SRt =R | R IR A e T 93 2a-Rres
SIS GB!I WICR | e FEEmIeT T SRS T TR
W, W@ 888 DI | TG BT FAATHF vy T5] 1A To® | 2@-Frws
S 3: Yo | ©L6 @B AP Bb® a0 | PrematETe @ Rames
afYr e ZACR | Gyl SR Frw IR S e e
e & foxft e ARG EMhiHes Fiwa 34 2 ©ls
e &M |

» (OOFE Mo




1 77 3% @ R009-0b LT INTHS

2009-0b ! '8 &Rf& TS IATSLHR A [ S0vs (I Biwl ol
TR | A GG ACHCEA 38.¢ ¥l | Frl 8 @& <ited My AT 8
s{efer) SEelET, R geeT, Rieem @<k S @ TRIAITCIe &S e
SRYE | <RI AR R, FCE T 8 TGP Rk I0s T8EE |

T @S W FIFRICe MW DI S T A@ 3.0 oI | SR SR
T TTFIFO TN [ AR b G2 FASEACS 0% (A (A
RemisiE 72 |

@eITe TR FFIT &) ofe QICeis foqft o< fedt, @we- el o1a
PTG (AT -2 A forw Tgaw-2, B @l Txersmrs 39
EIFSIR g (@eE | 93 foqb o qam &7 3, by, v @IS
Brel | G2 (AEBSCEACSS FFFs g3 *PTaE SR Tob! wPyg (Rl
2R ©Ob] WG (R TR 1 PR AT AR TR | IR wde
R ©y TWWE ARE T GF G 512 Reniofes SR, Fresma
(@ BTol fe, ANES Tl & Frweom A@felie i Fies
G A Ty |

2009-0b AECE BT ACS FEH AW S0bs (@I BIwl ¢l
TECZ | A NG AEHI 38.¢ 0 | TR 8 @RI e
1 1RENR T Yo (IS DA @M T TR |

PemeEt | qfwafe (@i e | s W
s arerst
R00E¢-094
R <re - I |- i e - MR 4R
X(© M TR 5| RS G2
ALRA M | 050 AETH SEICRIDRISH RG]
AT G T < T A
e ooy Sov% S |- ARG 8 @Rt
ISR % a®e | (A AT
ot = R 97 &
- Firw SpICe |- FifEE, T A |
BIsiE MT @< | - MRG AR
SRR fepspel fremns & =1
<, BoRRR e o8 o7
A, Eiciin R IR IR AR L
A WA | S PR & 92
I @R - freel TR j%ww
SRS G | 1Al SRS AT
R | SR | Eﬁi‘mm
2 < \O
- Ay I2EA TG &z o T
TG 8 - BFe AR o
R TS| A o ﬁeﬂﬁ; C;N'
msHl; Toeqel ffee N <
RIS
A & |- 7 N B
e we R T —
BERIEEY &R ¢ -
el el N
PRERAl IR @
Fgifed
W@WQ;

94 727 A | CEE | @G IEW | CND AeNed | fOrerR
i DR Ao LR

2000-0 ) 09,88 W, €e,5Y 38.¢ R
005-0% VY, Y Q9.5 Yo 38R R
00-09 Ob,0% Q9.0 LYo NUA) R.09
009-08 85,0b RURCNY vq.80 .0 R.0¢
R008-0¢ 8,05 V0.4 ECR-3 20.8 Q.09
00¢-0Y 9.9 09.5¢ Y.y 3¢.0 R
3004-09 43,58 | Wr,9 350,50 &) 2.8
2009-0b bbbo V90 PRULEY 38.¢ Q.90

9@ : S FALHE A, FTLTGNEAT 2000-09 8 2009-b

2 R &AW Se FER T S RRI0R 341 1 ZR@0E IR vo%b
A TR P | @i FER ee TF TR @ Soo B A T8
(R TR | o TG s afffrme () 7@ | o @ % WS 2@ e
TER Svufb | ¥Z AW TeIfeT Wi AfeTREd (RIRIRTSR S |
S ARG (AR T (TR wRl < RACR | 4B R AT
7R 7" TR | g @@ TP, A v o, e afémpe
qieecs fog <1 R | q=iel am “fol Frms fw awfesdl @ e
AHIR FHCR SR I A G (I “Iwm] a2 A0 (72 |

@ IR A FF SAFAER 87 ©F I (AR | AR Fewliesa
% SIfAR & 20% Romt 1At S e 28, RIS 06 G5l
G TAR S¢% | =2 v AR FR T o @ ARSI @ s
b WS, (FNE € BRCS ¢ IO G2 NeTFT MG 2.¢% | 92T 7S 3
IRE T (1 8 2R (IANET W QIR (TR | SINFS
FoICE FETHR FTFRCE ¢ *Ioied wF re = | 12 AMEs ™ MG
el SR Y e R (O ML (I AR = A |

JICEH [ (@ @l Tou @l o Soieaet TeeeTes 1 |
T s T V0 A T a0 | SN FE 200% HC A TN

o1 0% | 00Y AT KT T 80% |

TR A R avem frwdia (e A @IRIAR (@A 2@
TRAPE 476 T R S ASE 920 DI | &7 AR Y6 ASS[HCS LK
TS TW 2 AR ¢ B | MR *7107 Mg T @ Ao
88¢ B | ¢k Frmdin SfooIe U7 IER 5 TG 005 | (UG
SAB 00V, AHAFIS! FfST) |

Trre A e, @ (T o F4 W

NPT AR gl T ReTE R SO & SWimE Fer S e
e 7@ AfS-Narsom ¢ SRl Rem tof Fa0s 2@ | [fog

{0 PRI IR W AW Soo% et 1 Ts T (TR FASER
ey @6 AT SN (o I QTS AR | S Tl
TER ARG SRR T AR TN =2 T e 321d e
Rve 1 aEeE | gow afiE R FeR AT B T @S
A1 | Fifbeng affrreex sngffeaad Face 7@ | e e Afew
Fa-FFS S $:00 IS JCA |

S So IR SN 1 e iedl TR | @ SIwITns Sgae JITerod
¢ o1 47 7= ARNS Frer B o | gt 1 7R ofe3fad
G | OIRE IS DI Sl PR Wi Fopg AINCS SRl | qieTiene
b RIS 0o AT F0E &R © 7% Freace gt sa =
ANETSIEF TIZE TNFATH (A | (T FRET G STARMRS! (72 |
BTG F e G, sfvors $Hfb ¢ 8w Afkmma s
FINFANE TARMESR SIS (o7 FO A | 05¢ AE I ogw
s e TR Wy ReTba ¢ Sqace 2ifean s@ afsfe e
PR @ G35 e Tl 1R [ TR o[RS |, [ERE, Reemwaw a3
TG | TR FIR ACHIL AT TR |

1% 5195, A% »/8, TTF 3, P, BT S04
GFI: +ob 02 bR @D, B3¢ 8L, TI: +vb- 0 5O dose, Twea: info@coastbd.org sw@™: www.coastbd.org




